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A ſhort and impartial State of the 
_ Caſe of Mr. John Simſon, &e. 


. N. 155 Tr On 

e was a great Satisfaction to me to 

2 hear from you, of the Teſtimony of 

their Reſpect to your Worth the 

* fPpresbytery in whoſe Bounds you 

have your Reſidence had given you, in mak: 

ing Choice of you for one of their Repreſen - 

ratives in the enſuing: Aſſembly. The Impor- 

- tance of the Things which will probably be 

under the Conſideration of that Aſſembly, to- 

gether with your. known Learning aud gogd 

Senſe, your Love of Truth and Juſtice, your 

great Underſtanding. in the Scriptures, .and 
Knowledge of the great Doctrines of Cbriſtia - * 

nity, your Teal for the Purity of theſe Vo 
ctrines, your inviolable Attachment ta n 
happy Conſtitation in Church and State 3 ang 
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1 
muſt render this Choice. very acceptable to all, 
_ . who have the Happineſs to know you; as 

the Friendſhip you have for ſome Vears ho- 
noured me with, renders it a particular Joy 
o n. a 
| You are pleaſed to fignify, that having 
been hitherto but a diſtant Spectator of what 
has paſt, in the Affair of Profeſſor Symon, 
you have not made ſo narrow an Enquiry in- 
to the State of that Affair, as you .regkon 
our ſelf obliged to make now, that you' arg 
Jike to be a Judge in it; and deſire my Aſſi- 
ſtance, in order to the forming a juſt and im- 
partial View of it: Which I rake as a freſh 
Teſtimony of your undeſerved Eſteem for me ; 
tho' I know it proceeds from no Diſpoſition 
fo take Things of that Nature upon Truſt, 
even from one you are pleaſed to honour with 
the Title of a Friend; and therefore 1 ſhall, 
with the Franknefs that Character encourages 
me to, lay before you what ro me appears a 
_ Juſt Scare of that Matter, wich that Candout 
_ Which Tigcline always to ſpeak and act with, 
and muſt allo reckon my ſelf more particularly 
"obliged. ro, in Point" bf Prudence, where J 
Know w hatever 1 ay will be impartiatl y exa- 
— ine 445 4 0. nee 
Test bein a large Account of what ha 
fan in chat w Hole Affäit publiſhed, and tran 
mictèd to Presbytcries, by Order of the laf 
"Aſſembly, T mould have farisfied wy felf wit 
41 A oh ' ; temittiug 
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remitting you to that, did you not acquaint 
me, that your having ſcen ſome Pamphlets 
that are handed about, which ſeem to give un- 
favourable Impreſſions of Mr. Simſou's Cale, 
makes you the more deſirous, to know not 
only Facts, but my Judgment and Opinion a- 
bout them, with the Realons of it. Were I 
to imĩtate the Art of ſome other Papers I have 
ſeen on this Affair, I ſhould uſher, in what I 
am to ſay on this Head, with ſome Proteſta- 
tions, to confirm my Sincerity, . declaring, 
that I was of quite another Opinion. concern- 
ing this Gentleman, than I am now of, till o- 
verbearing Evidence brought me over; which 

apprehend I might do with equal Truth and 
Tultice as ſome Authors I have ſeen: Bur as 
I am ſenſible, that by io doing, I ſhould act 
bur a ſueaking Part, unworthy of the good 
Opinion you are pleaſed to have of me, ſo I 
ſhould caſt an injurious Imputation upon my 
ielf. *Tis both againſt my Conſcience and In- 
elination, to take up or-entertain Suſpicions 
of any Man, withour juſt Grounds ; and upon 
hearing bad Reports of any Man, FE think my 
ſelf obliged to ſuſpend my Judgment, till - 
have duly and carefully enquired into the 
Grounds of them, with all the Averſion and 
Backwardneſs to believe thele Reports, which 
prone that Charity that thinketh ua Ex 
vl. N Lee 
I ſhall therefore only ſay, what I'm ſatisfied 
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you'll eaſily believe me in, that as I have no 
eee Prejudice againſt Mr. Simſon, 1o I 
ave none in his Favours; and have nothing. 
that I know of, to influence me in this Mat- 
ter, but my impartial Opinion of the Cauſe 
it ſelf. This I believe will be yet more evi- 
dent to you, by my laying before you the 
Facts I ground my Judgment in this whole 
Affair upon, with my Obſeryations upon 
them, in ſuch an Order, as to give you aclear 
and plain View, how I have come to form that 
Judgment. To which I ſhall proceed, after 
laying down a Poſfulatum or two, which 1 

think needful to premiſe, namely, | 
Firſt, THaT in forming a Judgment of 
Mr. $:mſon's Caſe, we are to act according 
to that golden Rule of Juſtice and Equity, 
What ſoever Things ye would, &c. - This is 
a ſacred Rule of Righteouſneſs fix'd, not only 
by its natural Equity and Reaſonableneſs, but 
by the Authority of that Gop and Saviour, 
whole Glory and Honour we profeſs to be 
concerned for in the preſent Cale: And there- 
fore, if we would thew, that our Regard to 
His Glory and Honour, is unfeigned and ſin- 
cere, and would act in this Matter, with that 
Wiidom and Zeal, which is without Partiar 
lity and without Hypocriſy, we muſt oblerye 
a ſtrict Regard to this ſacred Rule in the pre- 
ſent Caſe. Let every Man lay his Hand to his 
own Breaſt, and make the Cale of a 
TY | bs is Bn 
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his own, and think what Judgment concerning 
the Matter he could in that Caſe allow to be 
fair, equitable and juſt; what Candor and 
what charitable Allowances he would think 
he might reaſonably expect, and ſo let him 
act and judge in this Caſe. But further. 
24ly, I premiſe, that in this Cale we are to 
judge according to the Rules of Charity. 
The very Mention of this may perhaps prove 
ſtartling to ſome, who make ſo little Aceount 
= of Charity, as many do now a-days, and are 
even ready to make it a Mark of a Heretick, or 
Favourer of Hereſy, that one cries up Charity: 
F But I believe, Sir, you'll readily agree with 
g ; me. that it is one of the moſt flagrant Signs of 
the Decay of real and vital Religion among us, 
is that Charity is ſo little accounted of, and its 
y Rules ſo little followed, and ſo groſly and no- 
ut WF toriouſly tranſgreſſed. Indeed many, who 
Ir, make no ſmall Pretences to Religion, ſeem to 
have forgot, that there is ſuch a Word in their 
Bible, as that Charity thinketh no Evil; or 
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ro Welle to have forgot the other Things the A- 
n- poſtle ſays in that Chapter, 1 Cor. xiii. con- 
nat cerning the Worth and Neceſſity of that Cha- 


tity, and its Importance in Chriſtianity. Cha- 
rity thinketh no Evil, or doth not impute 
Evil to any, doth not charge it upon any 
without evident Ground; but in all dubious 
Caſes, in all Cafes that will admit of a Con- 
ſtruction either Way, is ready to put the beſt 


and moſt fayourable N on Meng 
| Words and Actions. By this Rule, in the 
| preſent Caſe, if any of the Profeſſor's Words 
| or Expreſſions, or any Piece of his Conduct, 
| which may be reckoned to bear an ill Con- 
| ſtruction, will allo bear a good one; we ought 
| Not to put the 1il Conſtruction upon them 2 | 
| Nor are we to put the harſheſt Conſtructions. 
| and worſt Interpretations on any thing ſaid 
or done by him, if it will bear ſofter, and 
more fayourable nes, , ͤ& * 
| 34ly, I premiſe, that in forming our Judg- 
| ment in this Matter, we are to leave Room 
| for theſe Allowances, which are commonly, 
| and in Candour and Equity, given to Pan- 
nels, pleading in their own Defence againſt, 
à Libel or Accufation. I believe 'ris com- 
monly allowed, that a Defender in ſuch Ca- 
ſes has a Liberty to -argue againſt both the 
Relevancy and the Proof of any Article ex- 
htbired againſt him, as far as he can; (it be- 
ing the Judges Buſineſs. to determine how: 
far his Arguings are juſt) and that every 
| _ _ thing raſhly or unadviſedly dropt in Plead- 
ings of that {ort,. and in theſe Circumſtances, 
is not to be improved againſt him, or made 
the Matter of a new Accuſation; . tar. Jels are 
we to infer, what Opinion one would have 
about a Queſtion, were he. a Judee, from 
his Arguings upon it. when he is a Panyel; 
And all this Allowance. to Pannels Ii think 
138 * 8 Caandou 
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Caudout and Equi: y Reds, And thetefors | 


i muſt oon think it exceeding hard and in- 
jurious. in any Caſe, to argue thus. Suck 
4 Man pleads in his Defences, that the 
Crime bt. Error libelled is not relevant z 
= 0 therefore he is guilty of that Crime or Error, 
g orallows and apptoves of it; or, therefore, 
| We in his Opinion, "cis no Crime. ” 1 ſhall 
not ſay, but that Pannels, in pleading againſt. 
1 Ithe Relevaiicy of any. Crime or Erfot laid 
cs their Charge, may go too far, and may 
pe guilty of imprudent Steps or unjuftifiable 
| Conduct; bur I think great Forbearance is 
„ to be exerciſe towards them in ſuch Cir- 
1-. camſtances. I will not undertake altogether 
>, ro juſtify every thing that the belt md te und- 
a- eſt Man, and the fteeſt of the Crimes and Er. 
a* Wrors he is charged with, may fay or do, het 
ne under the Rankling and Provocation of a 
x- Method of Inquiſition uſed with him, or 
de- hen fretted by uncharitable and endleis 
»W: IO Suſpicions concerning his Sincerity-and In- 
| M genuity. Vid. State of the Proteſs, 216 F 
ad. 3. &c. But I think. that in Equity and Candour,, 
es, great Allowance is to be A0 for harſh or 
ade i ſounding Ex reſſſous a4 Man may drop, 
are for his making long and diſtant Defences, 


and not ſhew? ing Fit the Readineſs to give 
Satisfaction Which he might do, ahd other- 
wiſe would, when' he is under ſuch Treat- 
ment. Tbeſe Things, Sir, 1 chought fit to 
ee, B ” N 


(to. ) 3 
ptemiſe to the Account I am now to give 
you of thoſe Facts upon which my judgment 
in the Profeſſor's Affair is founded, as con- 
taining the Rules I thought my ſelf obliged 
to walk by. in forming that Judgment. 

I ſhall now proceed to lay befote you, a 
fair State of the Matters of Fact themſelves, 
with a few Obſervations upon them, which 
1 think, according to the pteceeding Rules, 
do. juſtly and naturally ariſe from tiem. 
| Arn Firſt, L ihall ſet before yon the Ac. 
count of what the Aſſemblies 1727 and 1728 
| have found relevant and proven againſt the 
i Profeſſor, which pleaſe take from the Sum · 
inary of the ' Aſſembly's Proceedings drawn. | , 
} up by their Order, contained in p. 46, &e, 
1 of the Proceedings, of Aſſembly 1728. as 
| follows: ** 1/f, The Profeſſor's denying; 
f + the Neceſſary-cxiſtence of our Lord Jetus: 

«« Chriſt, in teaching his Students. 24, 

His teaching his Scholars, that the Ne- 

6 ceſſary- exiſtence of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
was 4 Thing we know not. 34%, His 
teaching, that theſe Terms, Neceſſany. 

*«« exiſtence and Independency. were imperti- 
nent, and nor to be uſed in talking of the 
_* Trinity.” 4 hy. His teaching as his own; 

„Opinion, that the Three Perſons of the. 
Trinity are not to be ſaid to be numeri-. 

cally One in Subſtance or Eſſence. 5th. 

His teaching or venting, that the Terms. 


Ne. 


1 

| « Neceſfary. * Rum Hit), and 
the Title of the Only true GOD, may 
+ be taken, and are by lome Authofs rakeh 
„ in 4 Senſe that includes the per ſonal Pro- 
«« perty of the Father, and ſo not belongin 
* ro the Son; 1 that though he aid, that 
« Neceſſary-exiftentce, Supreme Deity, and 
«+ the Title of the Out true GOD, might 
«« belong to the Son, in ſuch a Senſe as in- 
«+ cluded not the perſonal. Property of the 
„Father, yet he to d not what that Senſe 
„% Was; * without doing ſo, he inculcated 
« rhe forelaid Diſtinction as a Caution that 
66 might be neceſſary for Students, in r 
ing both ancient and modern Aithvrs, 
«« whether Friends or Adverſaties to che 
n 

TAxsk. Sir, being all the Things which 
the two preceeditg Aſſemblies haye found 
relevant and ptoven againſt the Profeſſor : 
Pleaſe next ro rake a fait Account of the 
Profeſfor's Aſſertions and Declarations of his 
own Mind with reſpect to theſe Heads, to- 
gether with what 84 has offered for excul- 
pating himſelf from the erroneous Tenets 
[hich may be ſuppoſed to be included in 
Itheſe Things found relevant and proven, 
* fand which, though the preceeding Mein 
- blies have not found felevant apes Er ta 
fexculpate him, they have Vet fe ferved to be 
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1 ſembly pot. having had Time to undertake 
| the Conſideration of them in this View, I 
1 conceiye they are the chief Things reſerved 
to be conſidered by Members of the entuing 
| C 
| ' Tax Profeſſor in his firſt Letter to the 
1 Presbytery of Glaſgow declares, (Stare, 
| P. 17: at the Foot, and 19% * That he 
thinks it evident that the Sop and Holy 
| 155 Ghoſt muſt needs be One Gop with the 
[ „Father — And that in his reaching be 
| „ refured all the Branches of the "Fries 
| „ Hereſy, condemned in the Nicenè Creed. 
| „ and confirmed the Truth of the Catholick 
Doctrine oppoled thereunto,!” (among 
Which Branches there are theſe, that the 
Joys IS Tperras M hAMotwros, Convertible, 
changeable, or nutable; the Meaning of 
which, and their Oppoſition tothe Neceſ, 
; fary-exiſtence of CHr1sx, I need not inſiſt 
ieee Auf P19. .and20. 
1 „ That if Independent and Neceffarily- 
e exiſtent be laid of. the Son in av Senlg 
«+ conſiſtent with the perſonal Properties 
1 of the Father and the Son, they will no 
5" doubt aarce fo him. OE. 

$9132 138631.171 67% Dale 1 5 1 | 
Ix his dente e te the Reverend 
Presbytery, he declares, A) tate, P. 71 $2.) 
„ Thar'one Subſtance in Number (meaning 
„ Diyine' Subſtance) being aþlglurely im: 
eee 6 comme 1 a 
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the Perfons of the Trinity!“ And 53. 
he ſays, I am ſurp riſed that many ſtill 
entertain Suſpicions, as if 1 did not own 
. the $0n of Gop co be J Nerefary Be- 
ing. although! have declared in my Let- 
** ter, and Anſwers, That He is One Gon 
with the Father, and as the Father hath 
Life in himſelf, ſo hath he given to the 
« Son to have Life in himſelf; that is, He 
« is. infinite, eternal. and unchaugeable in 
« bis. Being. Wiſdom, Power, Volineſs, 
« Tulice, Goodneſs, and other Divine Per- 
** fections, manitcſted; by his creating and 
governing the World: which, in my O- 
*« pjniop.. do ſufficiently prove him to be a 
„ Necęſſar Being to any Perſon that has 
thereof; which Arguments da allo equal 
© ly prove his Eſſential. [ndependency, 

Self exifience, ang ſrue Cradbead, where- 
by he is oppoſed to all falle Gods whatſo- 
ever. as is GoDp the Father, and in that 
«+ Senſe is, rogerher with, him, the moſt 
„ high GOD, and only true GOD A- 
** gain, in a Paper, entituled. OHectians 
=. againſt the Form of the Libel, (St ate, 

. 81. F. 5thly ). there are ſome Ex: 
«+ preſſions ſaid to be uttered by the Befen- 
72 dant, which are both contrary to his fix- 
ed Opinion. and what he fully taught on 

. thele Subjects; and as he remeimhers not 


OY . ES, 3 
his having uttered ſuch Apron,” is 
$6 perſwade that ſuch Alled eances muſt 
eicher flow from a Miſtake of ſome of the 
++ Hcarers, or elle from a Trip in his Ex- 
«+ prefſions, mentioning one Word for an- 
** other. (F following) Of this ſort is thar 
66 Inſtance, that he ſaid, That Profeſſor 
„ Murk's Argument againſt the Eternity of 
the World, viz. That.if eternal, it muſt 
«® be Neceſſarily-exiſtent, was not good, 
„ becauſe Chriſtus eft gternus, ſed non ins 
4 « neceſſurium —— And he is perlwaded, 
« that if any of his Hearers alledge, that he 
[l « ſaid; Chriſtus eft eternus, fed non ens 
0 „ necefſarium, that either he has miſtaken 
i the Word Chriftus for mundus, or that 
4 ** by a Trip in Expreflion,. the Defendant 
4 «+ has laid Chriftus 2 mundus, which he 
4 ++ is not ſenſible he did, the Word Chriftus 


being plainly impertinent to the Argu- | 
% ment he was then upon.“ Again, in An- 
ſwers and Defences, Sc. (State, p. 88. F 2. a 
vd he ſpeaks more largely to the fame Mi, 
rpole, 34 RS 
Tus particular Grounds of Exculpation 
given in by him / tate, p. 1086, 109, are a 
theſe; 1, His teaching aſualij, and a 
» within the Time contained in the Libel, . 
as his own Judgment. and recommending | 
it: as Goſpel Truth, the expreſs Words of |, 
oſed to rhe : 

+ Articles p 


'* the Confeſſion of Faith, opp 
* 


an 
T 
+6 
46 


416 
416 
10 


46 
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. 
Articles charged in the Libel, viz. He 
taught that t Bleſſed Lord Jeſus 


Chriſti the Con of GOD, the Second, 


Perſon of the moſt glorious and adorable 
Trinity, is very and eternal GOD, &c. 
Ady. His reaching the Equality of 
the Son with the Father, and ſhewing that 
he had Life in himſelf, as the Father had; 
that is, that he was infinite, eternal and 
unc hangeable in bis Being, &kc. 
„guy. His refuting the ſeveral Branch- 
es of the Arian Hereſy; namely, That _ 
the Son of GOD ts created or made out 
of nothing; That there was a Time when 


be was not; That he was à changeable 


and precarious Being, and the like. In 
Oppoſition to which he taught, That rhe 


„ glorious Jon of & O D was neither crea- 


6c 
64 
6c 


cc 


ted nor made, but war the only begotten 
Jon of GOD, eternally begotten of Hin, 
without any Beginning of his Duration, 


of one Subſtance with the Father, endued 


with the ſame eſſential infinite Pere. 


(tion with him, which he has manifeſt 


ed by his creating all Things in Heaven 
and: Earth, viſible and inviſible; &c: 
and; upholding all Things hy the Word of 


bit Power.; which declares him tu be by 


Nature infinitely alave ail creutru, pre- 


* Carious and contingent Beings what/0: 
ever, 4 it O the: 


Fathen, ** with 
« whom 


| 


16 


whom. the Fon and Holy Chef are One God. 


thy diſtinft. Perſons from him, being di- 

ftingniſhed by their perſonal Properties.“ 
All which Particulars are fully prov'd 5 on- 
ly in the Proof of the laſt Article, all the 
leveral Expreſſions in which the Profeſſor 


alledges he confuted the ſeveral Branches of 


the Arian Hereſy, are not condeſcended 
upon by concurring Witneſſes. But I may 
leave it to you (upon viewing the Proof as 


it is ſumm'd up. ian 154. 155, 156.) to 


judge it there are not Expreſſions enough / 
condeſcended upon, to ſhew plainly that the 
Profeſſor was then confuting any who de- 
ny the Neceflary-exiftcnce of the ſecond Per- 
fon of the glorious Trinity; or the nume- 


rical Unityot Subſtance in rhe Three Perfons; 


as that the Son 2s not a changeable Being, 
is idem ens cum Patre ; or, the ſame Being 
with the Father, infinitely above Crea- 
tures; Deus naturd, &c. His Declarati- 
on given in to the Aſſembly 1727 (. 187.) 
is in theſe Words, Profeſfor Simſon hum- 
bly offers ro the Venerable Aſſembly, 
*« for his Vindication, his Sentiments upon 
the Subject of the Articles of the Eibet 
*+ againſt him, that have been found rele- 


- 


*« vant by the Aſſembly. 1/7, Thar Chriſt 


is neceſſarily-exiſient in the common 
and ordinary Senſe of that Word, as it 
«+ ſignifics an Impoſſibility not to have been, 


Which 
a 3 
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* Wie n is one 6f rhe i Perfecfinu, 
of the Dlyine Nature, that are equally 
© common to all the three Perlons.“ 

2 %%, Tur Inde peudency is to be affir. 
med of the Son of Go, as it ſignifies an 
eſſential Perfection of his Divine Nature, 
which' is -<qually common to all rhe Per- 
ſons of the Trinity. FLINT L, 

4% 34, Thar the Three Perfoig of the 
” Trinity are. of one Subſtance in Number, 
„ not takemin ſuch a Senſe, as that Phraſe 
„is in common Ule applied to Creatures, 
Aich reſtricts it to oue Perſou, but in a 
« Senſe importing the ſtricteſt Unity of the 
© Godhead, in Oppoſition to 4 Plurality of 
Gods, yet conſiſtently with their being 
8 N Perſons, in Oppoſicion to One Pers 

9 wes (- dy 
7 IN his Sp eech to the General aſcmbly; 
L | May 7th Ky he aſſerts rhe effential ne- 
N eeſlary Exiſteuce of the Son of GO p. aud 
J explains it thus, Proceed: of Aff. 17 18, 
2. 101. „ That he is infinite and wnchahge⸗ 
U- 

able in his Being. Wildom, Pow er. and 
4 other Divine Perfections; which evident - 
75 4. K. contradias' the A. zn ard Hociniau 

tors of the Son's being à finite, created. 
iſt «and contiygenr, changeibleBeing, or a voa 
a. "Juntary production; and afcribes tb che 
ir || © ſecond Perton of the Bleſffet Trinity,Gvo 
ww 2rhe" Sou; R Exiſtence 
ch * Which 
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t© which belongs to Go p alone, vig. That 
„% he always was, is, and muſt be the ſame 
„ invariably, which is the true Import of 
© the Names, FZEHOV AH and I AM, 
*« that are given to our K.oRD in Scripture z 
„Which Names were alledged by leveral 
% Members of the Committee, to be the 
„ Scripture Expreſſions, containing their 
„% Meaning of the Word, Neceſſarq-exi- 
« tence; wherein I then fully agreed with 
them, as I hope they will do with mo 


at * 
-  &- 


„ now: And I have always taught, That 


« the Names FE HOV AH and I AM 
do truly belong to the Son,” 

N. B. This is a Repetition of what he 
had declared to the Committee March 15th 
before. | 20 | 

Ix fine I need not repeat to you at large his 
Declarations made and given in to the laſt 
Aſſembly, found by them to be ſound and or- 
thodox, where he aſſerts the. Neceſſity of the 
Exiſtence and Generation of the Perſon of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.— Alſo he declares, 
That the Titles ſummus Deus, and the 
„ only true GOD, are equally applicable 
** to the Father and the Son, and not in an 
lower Senſe to the Son than to the Father.“ 
Likewiſe he affirms, That the three Per- 


ſons in the Godhead are one Subſtance or 


Efence in Number. With theſe Declarati- 
ons of the Profeſſor's Sentiments upon the 
1 8 Ss Matter 


Matter of the Propoſitions aboyementioned, 
as found relevant and proven, let me join a 
ſhort View of what is or may be alledged by 
him, or for him, as to rhe Point how far 
theſe Propoſitions ſo proven, can infer him 
ouilty, 5 

I general I muſt obſerve, Thar it not ha- 
ving been alledged againſt the Profeſſor, that 
he had uttered the offenſive Words or Propo- 
fitions mentioned oftner than ance, a Proof 
that he had once uttered them would afford 
no ſufficient Evidence to fix upon him the er- 
roncous Opinions that may be imported in 
them : And therefore, as the Aſſembly have 
not, ſq I think they could not find it proven 
by the Evidence they had before them, thar 
he had deliberately and deſignedly taught the 
Errors included in theſe Expreſſions, as his 
own Opinions, but only that he had been 
guilty Fotecker raſhly, by Trip or other: 
wiſe, they have not determined) of utterin 
or emitting Words that had a bad Fendency, 
however contrary that Tendency might ba 
to his Deſign. This, Sir, is of the greater 
Weight, if it is true, as I am inform'd, that 
the Profeſſor infiſted for the expreſs Judgment 
of the laſt Aſſembly upon this Queſtion, 
Whether it appears to them upon the whole 
Proof and Evidence before them, that he 
is guilry of having deliberately held, en- 
{ terrained and taught, as his own Opinion, 
YON C 2 that 
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| 20 
that the Glorious Son of ao bis not necH 
* farily exjſtent in the moſt common aud or- 
* dinary Senſe of theſe Words,or if he is not 
*gujlry' ? Ang yer the Aſſembly, without 
giving any uct Jydgment, £9 in their Act 
upon the Whole, only find his havin taught 
and uttered ſuch Things, and expreſſed him- 
ſelf in ſuch Terms as are Subverſive, ———p 
and tend, &c. Words which do not exprely 
in Intention of the Speaker ſound by them, 
1 only a Tendency ot the Words he uled, 
which iu the Caſe of fallible Men, may oft+ 
times be cqntrary to the Deſign of the 
Speaker in uſing them I know it will be 
{aid, How can we know Mens Deſigns but 
by their overt Ads or Words? yet l think 
we may judge what oyert Acts bewray 3 
deliberate Intention, and what not; and; 
when it is evident op the contrary, that 
there was no ſuch Intention, or at leaſt the 
Circumſtances of the Cale afford ſtrong 
Grounds tor a charitable Pręſumption therg 
Was nor. And that it is ſo in the pręſent 
Caſe, will further appear to you by the par- 
ticular Qbſeryations ro be made, And firſt, 
as t the firſt Article found relevant andpray 
Ven as aqhoye, give me leave without any Rea 
fictions, to put you in Mind as ta the Mat- 
ter at Fact how the Proof ſtands. It is con- 
tained in the Depoſitions of Three only of 
Thirty Wituelles, 97. 3d, ach aud n 


„ 
and is depoſed about 15 Months after rhe 
Words ſhould have been uttered ; and none 
of the three ſeem to be poſitive of the Pro- 
telſor's very Words. The firſt of them, 
Hoya, puts three Expreſſious, with Alterna- 
tives, and docs not mind which of them the 
Profeſſor uſed. The ſecond. Dancan, is 
not poſitive the Words he delivers are the 
expreis Words the Profeſſor uttered. The 
3d, Bar, a very young raw Student, puts 
two Expreſſions, with the Alternative /e, 
as if he whole Alternative had been the 
Profeſſor's Words. I can't but likewiſe ob- 
ſer ve, that the ſaid Deponent bree in 
the ſame Depoſiriou to give the Profeſſor's 
Latin Words in explaining Mark, (which I 
am told too he read off a Paper) delivers 
Words that are neither Latin nor Senſe, a 
Thing which any who are acquainted. with | 
the Profeſſor know he is not very liable to 
fall into, Upon this I ſhall make no Re- 
mark. 2010 | 515 
WIruaIIL the Profeſſor has declared from 
the Beginning, that what was laid in the Libel 
againſt him upon this Head. was contrary to 
his fixed Mind; ſo that if ſuch Words ſhould 
be depoled againſt him, they muſt be con- 
ſtructed to be either a Trip of his in ſpeaking, | 
ot a Miſtake in the Witneſſes Hearing; 
both which are poſſible, and are conſiſtenr 
both with che Profeſſox's Soundnelſs, And 
De 1 | wit 


4 \ 
with the Integrity and Veracity of the Wit. 
neſſes : But the laſt ſeems moſt probable, 
ſince of ſuch a Number, only three remem- 
ber to have heard Words of ſuch a Nature 
as muſt have been ſtartling to all who heard 
them. And this Declaration the Profeſſor 
makes once and again before any Proof 
was taken upon this Article. I am ſurpriſed 
| to find in Pag. 223. of the State, that Men 
1 of ſuch a Character as ſome of the Mem- 
iF bers of the Sub: Committee of the Aſſembly 
i I727, ſhould have reaſoned, That the Groſs. 

% - meſs of the Article it ſelf would hardly 

i allow any to think it was a meer Trip 

in Speech: As if the very Groſsneſs of 

an Error was a Ground of fixing it upon 

a Man, which rather according to the Rules 

of Charity ſhould render us the more a- 
verſe to impute it to him. And in the pre- 

ſent Caſe it appears to me that the Thing 

was ſo groſs, that it muſt have ſtruck with 
Surpriſe, and made a deep Impreſſion upon 

a great many who heard it, and ſo could 
hardly have ſlipt out of the Mind of them 
„ all but three. es & 
i" Tu ſecond Article is of ſo near an Aﬀe- 
pity with the former, that I need make no 
particular Obſerve upon it. 2 
As to the 3d, For any Thing proved up- 
on it, is may well bear the Interpretation, 
| that he ſaid theſe Terms were a 
| #206; | ON? 8 an 
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and not to be uſed in talking of the perſonal 
Diſtinctions and Relations of the Perſons of 
the Trinity, that it was impertinent, for In- 
ſtance, thus to expreſs the Diſtinction of the 
Father and the Son, that the Father is ne- 
ceſſarily exiſtent, but the Son is not; that 
the Father is independent, and the Son is 
dependent, &c. _ | 
As to the 4th, It has never been found 
roven, that he uſed the Expreſſions of the 
hree Perſons not * numerically one in 
Subſtance or Eſſence alone, but always with 
{uch Additions as might plainly ſhow, that 
however he apprehended numerical Unity of 
Snbſtance was ſo defined by Ariſtotle, 
(whether juſtly or not, is but a Difference 
about the Meaning of Ariſtotles Words, 
and not about a Point of Divinity) as not to 
agree to the Unity of an Eſſence or Sub- 
ſtance, in which there are three diſtinct Per- 
ſons, yet he never intended to deny that the 
three Perſons of the Godhead are of one Sub- 
ſtance or Eſſence in Number, in a Senſe con- 
ſiſtent with the Diſtinction of the Perſons. 
In a Word, he only intended to deny that 
they are One, Perſon in Number. | 


* 


f 


fi- As to the fifth, I cannot think that in the 
no I firſt Part of it it is found that the Terms 

| mentioned might rightly be ſo taken; for. 
ap: this as he always denied it, ſo it was never 
IN, proven, but only that chey might in Fact; 


Which 


OS Ga. FR 
which is eonfirmed by his adding, That they 
were ſo by ſome Anthors. Aud this, if it 
is auy Error, can be only a Miſtake of Fact, 


and no Errot in Doctrine. The only Thing 


then I can take to be found blameable in this 
5th Article, is the Omiſſion mentioned in 
the laſt part of it: As to Which one muſt in 
Jn and Candour be reckonedto exculpare 

imſelffrom any Crime, or at leaſt to amend 
any Fauſt that can be ſuppbſed to be in it, 
when he ſupplies that Omiſſion, as the Pro- 


feſſor has done in the preſent Caſe, ſeveral 


Times in the Coutſe of his Declarations. 
- To conclude this Head, the Profeſſor's 


own” Declarations of his Mind upon the ſe- 
veral Points found televant and proven, ap- 


pear to me to be very plain and ſtrong; and 
particularly his Explications of his Mind up- 
on the Head of the Neceſfary- exiſtence of 
the Son (both in his firſt Letter to the Pres- 
byrery, where he declares him to be zn finire; 
eternal, and unchangeuble. &c. and in his 
Speech to the General Aſſembly 1728) do 
as ſtrongly and more clearly expfeſs the Do- 
ctrine deſign'd to be expreſt by that Term, 
and are more free from Ambiguity, than ei- 
ther the Term Neceſſary-exrſtenee, or the 


Phrafe, Imp: ſible not th haut been; ſo t har, 
alcho” the Profeſſor may ſometimes have 
charged that Term, or that Phirafe wirh Am. 
bigunt y; this can be no jaſt Exception a6? 


gainſt 
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var, 
ave 
m. 
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ee eee 
painſt the Validity of his Declarations of the 
Pee expreſt by theſe Terms, given in 
ords, which muſt be confeſſed free from 
all Ambiguity, and not liable to Miſtake. 
Again, the Profeſſor's ſound Declarations, e- 
ſpecially on the impottant Head of the ne- 
ceſſary Exiſtenge of the Son, are frequently 
repeated, and run in a Train and Suit from 
the Beginning to the End of the Proceſs; 
ſo that 1 cannot ſee with what Juſtice his 
laſt Declarations to the Aſſembly can be diſ- 
regarded as coming too late, conſidering 
that his later Declarations are not contradi- 
&ory, but agreeable to, and conſiſtent with 
his former Declarations, only that they 
come in one after another as further Expli- 
cations of his Meaning, as he found or ap- 
prehended it was miſtakeu, or that the pre- 
ceeding Declarations were not fully ſatisfy- 
ing (vide his Speech-to Af. May 7. 1728. 
F 3. initio. his firſt Paper, May 14. p. m. 
initio, and his Paper, May 15. 4. m. initio) 
x. fine, He renounces and diſclaims any 
Terms, Expreſſions or Ways of ſpeakin 
that are contrary unto,.or inconſiſteut wit 
775 Propoſitions which the Aſſembly has 
ound ſound arid orthodox; and is exceed- 
ing forty that he has given any Offence. to 
his Reverend Brethren, or any Member of 
— of Sear 
land, H bis Way 0 expreſſing himſelf r 
| . The 


© 


= 6 3 
the Subjeft of theſe eee And fur- 
thet tepreſents, That be zs heartily ſorry, 
that he ſhould have uſed any Ways of ex- 
preſſing himſelf in his Papers or otherwiſe, 

| that bave given Octaſion of 7 5 br Ku- 
| ſpicion of his Soundneſs in the Faith, or 
that hight any Way tend to miſlead others, 
tho not intended by him Ma he is ready 
to quit and renounce all ſuch Ways of 
| Jpeaking that ate thought dangerou- or ut- 
| afe. 9 
| * I cannot therefore conceive what ſome 
mean by ſaying that his found Declarati- 
ons do not contain any Retraction of his 
Errors; unleſs it be that he does not own 
he faid what he cannot yet remember he 
| ' ever ſaid 5 does not acknowledge Errors 
His own Conſcience, does not charge him 
with; but which on the contrary he is 
conſcious to himſelf were contrary to his 
fixed Opinion, at the very Time when he 
is alledged to have uttered them. 

Upon the whole then, I take the true 

State of the Profeſſor's Tenets, upon the 
Heads mentioned, as in a fair and impartial t 
way of judging it may be gathered, by com- | t 

| paring together what the Aſſemblies have t. 
| found relevant and proven againſt him, with . 
his own Declarations, and the Exculpations t. 
alfedged and proved by him, to be plainly e 
this: /, He owns it is his Opinion, That tl 
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the Three Perſons of the an are prop er- 


ly Three intelligent Agents; but yer they 
are not Three diſtin Subſtances, bur are of 
One undivided numerical Eſſence or Suh- 
ſtance ; proyided this laſt be not underſtood 
in the Senle of One Perſon, or of the ware 
vow, Which, was the Characteriſtick of 
the Sabellians. 2dly, That the Second and 
Third Perſons. are not abſolutęely and in 400 
Senſes, OF NONE; that being the perſo: 
nal property of the Father: But the Son is 
eternally begotten of the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt (eternally proceeding from the 
Farther and the Son: Ver the Son is not 
from the Father, any more than the Holy 
Ghoſt from the Father and the Son, by a freo 
Act of the Father's Will, but naturally and 
neceſſarily; ſo as all the Three Perlons arg 
equally neceſſarily- exiſtent. Or, as the lame 
Doctrine is-exprels'd by the profeſſor in o: 
ther Words: They are infinite, eternal and 
unc hangeable, Se. and that the Son, in par- 
ticular, always was, is, and ever = 
the ſame invariably, Sc. theſe being _ 
tial Perfections of God, and each of the Per- 
ſons being true and eternal God, according 
to the Profeſſor's conſtant and repered De- 
clararions. 34%, Tho' he apprehended that 
the Terms. en Sc. might 
in fact be, and were by ſome Authors un: 
derſtood of the Father's perſonal Property, 


AU _ 


4 


(and if he ould chink 1 @ ſill, it is but an 


Error about a Matter of Fact, if it is 10 
much ;) yet he does not approve of their 


| being ſo taken or underſtood; nor goes ! it 


EY 


appear that he ever did. 
I believe now, Sir, it will be eyigent t to 
you, that there is no juſt Ground to ſulpect 
the Profeſſor of holding. or having ever 
held the groſs Errors, ſuppoſed by many rg 
be included in, and underſtood by what is 
found relevant and proven againſt him, vis. 
„ That the Son and Holy Ghoſt arg quite 
« diſtinct Beings, of a different Nature an 
* Effence from the Father, and produced by 
15 a free Act of his Will: Sa that whate- 
ver Perfections they are polleis'd of, they 
© have them 1 precariouſly, dependently ng 
6 mutably:” So that by a View of tlie 
whole of this Affair, you, or any impartial 
Man may caſily jud e, how little Shadow 
2 Ground there is for that moſt injurious 
utcry againſt the Profeſſor, That be has 
denied the Godbead of Chriſt, or degraded 
him into the Rank F Creatures: Which 
$'rhe ſummary View that ſome, "with great 


hat is proved againſt him. 

© You'll perhaps then ask me, Whar are the 
17 77 the* Profefſor is found guilty of 7 
V by: Sir," 1; have them ſumm q up in the 
| 4 of the laſk Aly In thorr, he is 


id nein 3. 1 rns wel 
* 5 found 


nfidence, rake it upon them to 128 us "of 
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found guilty of having a0 Words and Ex- 
reſſjons, (aſbly and ynadiijedly, as I think 
have now made it evident) Which have 4 
bad Tendency ; Tho' I think it is likewile 
now clear, that the bad Tendency of theſe 
Expreſſions has not been rhe Intention of 
the Speaker He has alſo been found guil- 
ry of ſome Steps of wrong Conduct; parti- 
cularly, of neglectiug Opportunities of giv- 
ing Satisfaction to the Judicatories of the 
Church, as to the Soundnels of his Faith, 
And I own ir is my Judgment, That how- 
ever the putting of Queries to him concern- 
ing his private Thonghts, eſpecially if this 
was underſtood to be done under a Penalty, 
upon his Refuſal to anſwer theſe Queries, 
was a Method unjuſt and inquifitory ; yer 
he might, under a Proteſt that his doing ſo 
ſhould be conſtrued no Approbation of that 
Method. have taken that Opportunity to 
clear himſelf of the Errors of which he was, 
rho? without juſt Ground, ſuſpected: And 
I think he was to blame for not doing fo. * 
This being a juſt and fair Account of the 
wr | Crimes che Profeſſor is found guilty of, 1 
pay leave it to you, Sir, or any impartial 
Man co judge, if he has not ſuffered already 
& fufficient Cenſure for them; eſpecially if. 
ve conſider the Load of Calumny, ad the 
e eopprobrious Names he has ſuffered from ma-, 
e ee > 
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y the ane of the Church; Wy whe- 
ther che Cenſure he lies under, ought not 
now to be taken off; according to the Ends 
of Diſcipline, and that Tendernels and Cha- 
riry towards a Brother overtaken in 4 
Fault G41.6. 1. which ſhould accom any the 
Exerciſe of it. 00 it oughi always to be ex- 
erciled for Edification and not for Deſtructi- 
on, 2 Cor. 2. 7.Conſidering withall, that in ſo 
far as he has been an Offender, he is far from 
being an obſtinate, but is a penitent Offender, 
He has continued now for a Year under the 
laſt Sentence of Suſpenſion; and | have ne- 
ver heard of any Thing in his Profeſſion 
or Behaviour during that Time diſagreeah'g 
to his Profeſſions of Soundnels, and of Sor- 
row for his Offence which he mide to that 
Aſſembly ; nor of any new - Crime. he has 
been guilty of, to deſerye either his being 


laid under a higher Ceuſure, or havi ing the 


preſent Cenſure any longer continued; On 


the. . his Behaviour gives abundant 


— N to hope, that his future Conduct 
ſhall be Mess ig Rat and warchful, and 
ſuitable ro theſe Declarations he has made; 


and that his after-Labours; upon his, being 
reſtored to the Exerciſe af his Reclefiaſtical, 
Function, ſhall be very uſeful ro the Church, 
and edifying to thoſe to whom he has given 
Offence, and ſhall make ſome confiderable. 
Reparation for the Offence he has * 
| QU 
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Vo will I 000 not now be ſurprized. 
at the great Heat that has been ſhown by 
many in this Affair, and the injurious Re re- 
ſentations that have been given of the Pro- 
feſſor's Caſe, and may perhaps wonder how 
it has come about, that he has been puſhed 
at by ſome of his Brethien in G/a/gow, 
with ſo much Keenneſs, and that ſuch paf- 
ſionate Milrepreſentations have been given: 


As to this, I could perhaps tell you a Hiſto- 


ry, made up partly of notour Facts. and 
partly of probable Conjectures; but I don't 
care to enter on fuck, a Work But 
you know, Sir, the Spirit of Jealouſy a- 
ane Man is very eaſily raiſed, and not 
o eaſily laid, eſpecially upon a Subject a- 
bout which there has been ſo much Noiſe of 
late in other Parts of the World, not far 
from us. Iplainly perccive, that the Pro- 


feſſor has not been duly aware, what Im- 


provement would readily. be made, of his 


making long and formal Defences on ſuch a 
Head, and in ſuch Circumſtances ; inſtead of 
taking the very firſt Opportunities of clcar- 
ing himſelf, as far as he could, even the” 


thee Opportgniyes were caſt up to him, by 
ſich Merhods/of dealing with bim, as were 


grievous and hard upon him, and as I think 


cannot be juſtified. However it were 0 55 
wiſhed indeed. that leſs Noiſe had been made 


about this Affair; that it had been handled 
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with leſs Heat and Paſſion ; and that there 


F + - 
* 1 


had not been ſo much Pains taken, to alarm 
the Minds of ſimple and well-theaning Peo- 
ple, and to raiſe their Paſſions about an Af, 
air of that Intricacy, that it is to be feared 
their Knowledge and Underſtanding have 


little Hand in raiſing the Zeal they have 


been made to conceive about it { and in fine, 
that there had not been ſuch unjuſtifiable 
Means uſed; to bring about ſuch Overtures 
from Presbyteries about this Matter, as might 
have a Tendency to over- aw the Members of 
the enſuing Aſſembly, whoſe. Judgment a- 
bout it might incline them to be favourable 
ro the Profeſſr: For this Purpoſe a great 
Deal of induftry has been uſc 4 no Pains 
have been ſpared by ſome, very indirect Me- 
thods have been taken, and a great Deal of 
Heat aud Paſſion has been ſhown. I have 
the Honour to be ſufficiently known to you, 
Sir, not to be ſuſpecked by you of Partialſ- 


Nee I ſay that moſt, if not all of this 


nagement, has been on the Side of thoſe 


Who are zealous for condemning the Profeſ- 


D 


for, and inflicting the Cenſure of Depoſition 


fo you, I can vouch this ſufficiently, to re- 


eve any fuch Suſpicion. 1 might appeal 


to all impartial Witneſſes of the Pleadings 


Th, the ſeveral Presbyteries upon this Affair, 
Whether theſe who were for aſſoilzing *. 
Fa ro- 


„ 


Profeſſor, or at leaſt for Mülcking v n him no 
higher Cenſure than the laſt Aſſembly had 
done, did not manage the Matter in a Way of 
calm Reaſoning and Argument ? while many 
bn the other Side diſcovered a vaſt Deal of 
that Wrath of Man, which worketh not the 
Righteouſneſs of GOD; made the moſt odi- 
ous and invidious Inſinuations, as if their Bre- 
thren, who were not for condemning the 
Profeſſor (meerly becauſe they could nor find 
it evident, that he was guilty of theſe Errors 
the others reckoned him guilty of) were 
patronizing and defending thoſe Errors, 
were deſerting the Cauſe of CHRIS; or at 
leaſt wie thy and indifferent in that Cauſe : 
So that had By- ſtanders been to judge by 
their Repreſentation of the Matter, they 
would have taken the Queſtion betwixt 
them and their Brethren to be, Whether 
Ve were bound to have a ſtrong and pre- 
** vailing Concern for the Honour of our 
Lord Jeſus, and the Glory of his God- 
head. or not? and not Whether Mr. 
© Simſon was guilty of the Errors with 
* which he was charged of not? Were 
nor Arguments upon the Cauſe; and even a- 
bour nf cn of Fact. aniwered by threatning 
Inſinuations of delerting the Miniſtry of 
thole who pled on that Side, and withdraw- 
ing People from their Attendanee it 2 
Again, Sir, you * what Pamphicts _ 
| | cen 


3 ; 
been publiſhed, with Deſign to give an uti- 
favourable Repreſentation of the Proteſſor's 
Caſe ; and I know of none yet on the other 
Side. Ir would be an Affront to one of your 
Candor and Judgment, to take particular 
Notice in what Matiner theſe Pamphlets are 
written; how ſtaft with Noiſe and Clamour, 
groundleſs and falſe Aſſertions and Inſinua- 
tions, injurious not only ro the Miniſters 
and Members of this Church (as, that Seve- 
rals of them have OPENLY DENtED The Divi- 
nity of CHRIST) but alfo to the late Ve- 
nerable Aſſembly, and to out gracious So- 
vereign, and his mild and equitable Admi- - 
niſtration : And in fine, what Hints are 
given to People to take their Marks by the 
Part Miniſters act in this Cauſe, to ale 
heed wo they hear? | 
However honeſt and innocent the In- 
tentions of the laft Aſſembly might be, in 
ordering the Proceſs to be tranſmitted to the 
ſeveral Presbyteries, it has already had very 
unhappy Effects, and fuch as are threatning 
of other Evils. One is, that we may apc 
in the next Aſſembly very various, and even 
contradiftory Opinions about this Affair, 
from different Presbyteries, which what 
Conſequences it may have upon the Peace 
of rhis Church, eſpecially conſidering the 
Femper and Spirit many are of with reſpect 
to this Affair, tis to be feared a little Time 


may 


CLF ft 
may give a melancholy Diſcovery of, con- 
ſidering alſo what Occaſion has been taken 
already from this by ſome, to ſpread a Flame 
throughout the whole Country, which I fear 
will not be ſo eaſily quenched, _ 
ANOTHER unhappy Conſequence of this 
Reference is, That Perſons have been 
brought in to give their Opinion and Judg- 
ment in Presbyteries, about Things of which 
they had;lirtle or no Underſtanding ; and er 
ven, by their Numbers, to over-rule the 
Judgment of others who were qualified, and 
at Pains fully to underſtand the Matter. You 
know very well, Sir, that my Principles are 
intirely fayourable to the Right of ſuch Of- 
ficers jn the Church as Ruling Elders, aud 
their Title to fit and judge in our Ecclefiaſti; 
al Judicatories ; Were I of another Opinion 
In this Matter, I could not have the Canfi; 
dence to make this Application to one of 
your Character; I indeed look upon their 
Share af the Diſcipline and Goyernment of 
his Church (if they take care to ule it a; 
ighr, and with Diſcretion) to be a great Bul- 
Fark and Security of the Chriſtian People; 
ind it is my fixed Opinion, that their Righs 
of Judgiug and Voting in all Cauſes that 
ome before Church Judicatoxies, is as ex- 
enſiye as the Capacities they have of IJudg- 
vg, ariſing either from the natural Abilitics, 
r from the Improvements of Education, or 


E 2 from 
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from the ad Aid: of Divine Grace 
(which are all that the heſt and wiſeft of them 
will pretend to) are: And rherefore I think 
they are nat to he excluded from judging in 
Points of Doctrine, according ro their Ca- 
pacity and Ability; and I know many of 
them are very capable of doing ir, in the moſt 
nice and intricate Points. But I am perſwa. 
ded, Sir. a Perſon of your good Senle will 
alſo agree with me; thar no Man can have 
a Divine Right to what, through the Defect 
either of his natural Parts, or of his Educg: 
tion, he is under a natural Incapacity of, un- 
leſs that natural Incapacity he ſupernarural- 
ly tupplied, which I believe at the ſame time 
ou will own is not common now-a-days, 
and therefore is nat to be preſumed or pro: 
Fete upon without extraordinary Evi: 
dence. And that this is the Cafe of many of 
thoſe illiterate, though pious, Perfons we arc 
obliged to have for Ruling Elders, in many 
laces, with reſpect to judging of ſeveral 
Paints in the Affair now under Confidera- 
tion, is I think too obvious ta bear a Nil: 
pute. Some may perhaps port themſelves, 
and endeavour to amule and to caſt a Blind 
upon others, by adducing in the Caſe befor: 
ns fuch Scriprure-Exprefſions as that rhe 
Children of GON ſhall be alt taught » 
10 D. and that the Myſteries of rhe King: 
ah of Heaven on urged evento Bak 


. 
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[Alarm. Pp. 18.] Burt we may appeal ro the 


Couſciences of Men of Sinccrity and Under- 
ſtanding; if they can think that ſuch Ex- 
preſſions import a Promile, that Gop will 
vive all jlliterare pious Chriſtians, in a ſuper- 


natural way, a Capacity of underſtanding the 


moſt Scholaſtick Terms in which the im- 

ortant Doctrinęs of Chriſtianity may be ex- 
preſt ? And whether there is not a great Dif- 
ference hetwixt a ſerious Chriſtian's being en- 
abled, by the enlightning of the Spirit of 
Gon, in the due ule of ordinary Means, to 
underſtand and know, and that in a ſavingę 
way, the great and important Doctrines o 
the Goſpel, the Knowledge of v hich is ne- 
geſſary to Salvation, ſo as to fall into no fa- 
ral or dangerous Miſtake about them ; and 
his being ſupernaturally enabled to under- 
ſtand the Meaning of all the Terms and 
Phraſes in which learned Men may expreſs 
theſe Doctrines? To underſtand, for In- 
ſtance, the Meaning of the Words, Nameri- 


cal and Specifical Vnity, and the Difference 


betwixt theſe two, Necefary-exiftence, Self- 

exiſtence, and Independency. and the Fitneſs 

or Proprigty of the Uſcof theſe Words; 924 . 
e 


whether all, or any of them, are to be 

or not in talking of the Trinity, or of any 

of the glorious Perſons of the Godheadꝰ 
1 have inſiſted the longer upon this, with 

a View 3g what has happened (as Iam in- 

Ill | ER ts formed} | 


CEL oe 
formed) in ſome Presbyteries; where not 
only young Miniſters, againſt whom ſo 

reat a Cry is now raiſed /*tis hard to ſay 
for what Reaſon/ but Miniſters yencrable for 
their Age, as well as Piety, Learning, a 
Zeal for the Purity of the Doctrine and the 
other valuable Intereſts of this Church, that 


| has a long Time ſtood the Proof, were out- 


vored, in giving the Judgment of their Preſ- 
bytery about Mr. Fimſon's Caſe, by plain 
Countrymen, who, with all the Piety and 
Zeal in the World, could not, without In- 
ſpiration, know in many Caſes what me 
were judging and voting about; and alſo 
with a View to the frequent Appeals thar 
have been made to the People, from ſome 
Pulpits, and in ſome Pamphlets written with 
great Virulency and Bitrerneſs, upon the 
Points of Numerical and Specifical Unity, 
Neceſſary-exiſtence, &c. So that People 
have been induced to believe, that Mr. Sim. 


fon had denied the LORD that bought us, 


and that all who took his part were ſupport- 
ing him in that Denial; and that by Con- 
cluſions and Inferences drawn from Words 
and Phraſes, which to them are Greek and 
Hebrew. A Method by which thofe, who 
have thought it for their purpoſe to uſe ſuch 
mean and baſe Arts of Calumny, know in 
their Conſciences they might have as eaſily 
made People believe any thing they had 
Peu | plealed 


5 CES. 

pleaſed of him ; 4 Im told, many of the 
Commonalty have by ſome Art or other“ 
been made to believe, that he maintains that 
Women have no Soul, and thence have 
conceived a violent Prejudice and Averſion 
againſt him. From ſuch Methods as theſe, I 
ſhall plainly declare to you, Sir, let ir be 
matter of Jeſt or Triumph ro whom it will; 

I dread the moſt diſmal Conſequenees to this 
Church; Conſequences, the Fears of which 
bre me many ſad Thoughts of Heart: And 
oweyer ſome, who have an active Hand in 
ſuch Things, may make light of the Matter 
now, or rejoyce in the Proſpect of ſome of 
theſe Conſequences; yet perhaps it may be 
ho Jeſt or Pleaſure to them ere all is done, 
and they themſelves may feel ſome of theſe 
Conſequences heavy when they come to fall 
on themſelves: And however ſuch By- arts 
may ſerve a preſent Turn, yet as no honeſt 
Man is ſafe or ſecure from ſuch Methods, fo 
it is not the firſt Time that thoſe who have 
uſed them, have themſelves ſmarted for ir, 
and have found in Experience, that what is 
Sauce for a Gooſe is Sauce for a Gander; 
and thus haye born the Fruits of their own, 
Sin and Folly, and very juſtly, Neque enim 
lex £quior ulla, &c. But I need not inſiſt 
longer to you on the Injuſtice of the In- 
ſinuations that have been made, and the in- 
jurious Conſtructions that have been put on, 


the 4 
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the Conduct of he Miniffers who have dif: 
covered themſelves to be againſt depoſing the 
Profeſſor, as if they had no due Concern for 
the Glory and' Honour of out Bleſſed Lord 
Jesus, or were fallen from the Zeal of our 
godly Anceſtofs. Whatever Outcries are 
made againſt many of the preſent Miniſtry 
of this Church. 1 hope that Miniſtets who 
have long given Proof of their Piety and 
Soundnels in the Faith, and even whole Pref- 
byteries, ate not yet lo far degenerate, as 
that it will be any Queſtion with them, 
whether he is not to be reckoned unworthy | 
of the Character of a Chriſtian, and tar more 
of that of a Miniſter of CHRIST. who is not 
ready to teſtify his Zeal for the Honout and 
Glory of our bleſſed Redeemer by all law- 
ful and proper Methods, ſuch as alone they 
can expect fhall be acceptable to him, | 
hope they all reckon themſelves as deep in 
Debt (Vid. Append. to Aiarm, p. 3 to G o 
the Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, as a cer - 


- tain Author, who does. not ſtick to vent 


Lies in this Cauſe, and afterwards juſtifies 
himſelf in ſo doing; though at the fame time 
they dare not, upon Pretence of Zeal for 
the Honout of CHKr1sT, go into any inju- 


rious Meafures, ſeeing this would be no bet- 
ter than pealiug wickedly for & O D. tall - 


ing deceit fully for Him, and mocking Him ; 
and this it would be in them, if, contrary * 
had 5 BE to 
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to their own Conſciences, they ſhould own 


Mr. Fim ſon to be guilty of the groſs Errors 
ged with; or, if not finding him 

guilty, | they ſhould go along to condemn 
im with thoſe who do. Now how inju- 
rious is it, when the Difference betwixt Mi- 


niſters at the Bottom of the Matter is really 


about 'w hat Crimes or Errors Mr. Sim ſon is 
guilty of. and not what Cenſure he would 
deſerve, if he were guilty: How injurious, 
I fay, is it in this Caſe to put ſuch a Con- 
ſtruction on the Conduct of theſe who plead 
for him, as ariſes from the uncharitable Sup- 
poſition, that they have ſtill the ſame View 
of his Crime, as thoſe who think he has de- 
nied the Godhead of CHRIST? How in- 
jurious would it be reckoned, if they on the 
other Side ſhould, from the Suppoſition that 
their Brethren have the ſame Views they 
have of his Innocency, impute to them a 
wilful perverting of Juſtice, through Hatted 
of the Man, or ſome private or Party- pique? 
For my part, I have a better Opinion of 


their Honeſty and Juſtice, than to impute 


to them ſuch Wickedneſs, though I own I 
am not able to ſtreteh this Charity to ſuch 
{1 hope they are no Miniſters) as dare pre- 
tend ro ſupport fo awful à Cauſe, and ſo 
dangerous to be touched with unhallowed 
Hands, as is the Glory and the Godhead of 
our Lord JESUS CHRIST, by the vile Arts 


| of the Father of Lies, by urteting groſs Falf- 


F hoods 


Invented by his Enemies, elſe we ſhould 


WS, 
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hoods, and ſuch as arc the moſt calumnious, 
reproachful and malicious, and have the 
moſt evident Tendeicy to raiſe Variance and 
Diſſenſion. who offer to raiſe up the Zeal of 
People to contend for the Doctrine of the 
Divinity of Cuk1sT, telling them poſitive- 


ly, and without the poor Salvo of a Hear- 


jay. That this Doctrine is openly denied 

Alarm, p 80 not only by Mr. Fim ſon, 
but by other Members and Miniſters of this 
Church, and can aſterwards defend this; 
and think to clear it of the Guile of Lying 


and Calumny, by telling us rhey heara ſo, 


App. p. 5.) as if this was not the very way 
in which the deſaming of many is heard, Ne- 
port, lay they, and we will report it, Jer. 
xx. 10. And forgetting that 'tis a Character of 


"a true Citizen of Zion, that he tateth not uß 


a Reproach againſt his Neighbour, 7 XV. 3. 


* 


Of a like Kidney with this, is the making 


" * 


Inſinuations about the Conduct of His Ma- 


jeſty, which evidently tend to raiſe in the 


Minds of People a Jealouſy of our gracious 
Sovereign, as is oppoſite to King JESU 
[Alarm p. 24.) and then thinking to get o 
fterwards, by telling how loyal a Suhject to 
His Majeſty the Author is. That indeed he 
heard ſo, bur he does not believe it, but that 


* he believes it was raiſed and ſpread by Mr. 


„Fimſon's Friends“ ( App. p 6.) which I have 
2 Ground to aſſert to be a Falſhoood, 

have 
hoard 
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heard of it otherwiſe: an from this unknown 
Author, for whom 1 want a Name that 
is decent enough to uſe in a Letter to you, 
WERE all who have bad Impreſſions of 
Mr. Simfon. and are for depofing him, of 
ſuch a Stamp and Spirit as this, it were ca- 
fy ro lee, which Side we might reaſonably 
entertain the moſt tayourable Preſumptions 
of: For 'tis a natural and known Obſeryva- 
tion. that Argument fails and is Wants, 
where Clamour and Uproar are brought to 
ſup 1 the Place of it. But I am well fatis- 
Sir, that all the Profeſfur's J Oppanenty 

are not of that Spirit. _ 


However all rhis Hear that has heen 


diſcovered, and Noiſe that has been made, has 


been raiſed, arid ſeems to bave been intended. 


to naſter 1 up ſeveral Arguments for depofing 


the Profeſſor, which are. foreig ro the Mes 


rits of the Caule : : But if thele are dul 


ſtated above, as I flatter my | ſelf T have been 


at ſame Pains to form a juſt and impartial 
View of them, thoſe Argurmears muſt haye 


little Weight with any honeſt Man; and in 
deed they ſeem rather to be ſer up as Pere 


Crows, to deter People from ſufferin 


Merits of the Cauſe it ſelf. to have 2 


Weight in their Judgment and e 

about it, than for any other Purpoſe z_ ſo 

that 1 need not infi ſt long upon them to Fou. 
Sous talk much of 2 *  Offen that in 


be N if the ane capè 5 rl 
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out further Cenſure ; but I think it is eyi- 
dent from what has been ſaid, that in this 
Caſe the Offence will be talen only, ang | 
not given; and however the ayoiding an 
guarding againſt Offence, is to be not onl 
an additional Motive to what on other Ac, 
counts is our Duty, but allo a Reſtraint on 
the Uſe of our Liberty. about Things = 
therwiſe indifferent, yet "tis neither to be a 
Motive to do any Thing that's unjuſt, ini- 
quous and ſinful. Beſides in the preſent Caſe, 
many ſeem to lay all the Strels of the Dan: 
ger of Offence on one Side, whereas I have 
good Information to ſupport me, in aſſert- 
ing, that our Church's proceeding further a- 
eainſt Mr, Simſon, or even continuing the. 
Cenſure he now lyes under, upon the, 
Grounds they have now before them. will 


be Matter of, great Offence to the Genera- 


tion of G OD's Children, to: a great Body, 

of pious, learned and orthodox Chriſtians 
throughaut the whole Proteſtant Churches, 
In fine, it is to be conſidered, how theſe Im- 
preſſions of Mr; Simſ0n, and Prejudices a- 
gainſt him have been raiſed, which are the, 
great Grounds of the Offence that is likely 
to be taken in this Caſe. How vilely has, 
the poor Gentleman been calumniated, and 
how prolly have well-mcaning People been 
ed upon, , and of what perniciqus 2 a 
Thisg, ths way ſeem 0 
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Methods to give a Check to ſuch be 


luformation, that the 
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favour and encourage ſuch Methods, or give 
the leaſt Countenance to them, and humour 
Prejudices ſo raiſed. Would ir not be rath 
worth their while, to take ſome effect 


and to open the Eyes of deluded People 
As for the Noiſe ſome make, of the Ha- 
zard of Diviſions in this Church, and Peo- 


* 


155 ſeparating from their Miniſters who 


ave appeared for Mr. Simſon ; tis to be ho- 
ped the Danger of this will rather be ſeſſen · 
ed by the Aſſembly's going into a favour. 
able Sentence, and at the fame time ſhow- 
ing to the World, upon what juſt and good 
Grounds they go into it. And what Sha- 
dow of Foundation can there be for Diviſion 
or Separation in this Caſe, ſince it may ea- 
ſily be made evident to wy who will receive 

format iniſters and Mem- 
bers of this Church, if they are judged to 
fall into any Miſtake, on that Side, commit 
only a Miſtake in Fact, and on the chari- 
tabſe Side, which is both the ſafeſt and the 
honeſteſt; and not ſuch an Error as ariſes | 
from any want of Zeal for Truth and the 
Purity of Doctrine. Beſides, to rhe Praiſe 


of the. honeſt People be it ſpoken, they have 
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1857 K ſhown ſo much of that unreaſonable 
ing all. E ains that bave been taken ro raiſe L 
it., as. ſome People ſeem to Wiſn they had. 
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the other Side? cue ir be thought, that an 
Act of Aſſembly depoſing the Profeſſor, will 
clear the Minds and Conſciences of Mini- 
fters and Presbyteries who think ſuch a Sen- 
rence unjuſt? Muſt not they then in cou, 
ſequence of ſuch an Act. expect to be vio- 
lently Parr at by ſuch as have already diſ- 
coyercd ſo much Heat and Violence, nor 
only againſt the Profeſſor, hut _ all 
wha take his part, as they expreſs it ? And 
tho” ſome of thele ſhould ly by af laſt, can 
it be expected this will ſave them from the 
Effects of that Heat and Jealouſy that has 
been already raiſed act them? ln the o; 
ther Caſc, there can be no ſuch Danger, ſee- 
ing no ſich Hear and Jealouly has been en, 
teftain'd or diſcovered on the other Sido. 

As to the artful Uie that is made of thoſe. 
ſacred I hings. The Glory of onr. blrffed Lord 
Feſus, and the Honour of his God-head, to 


4 a Sentence of Depoſition againſt the 
rofeſſor: If ſuch Arguments are thrown 
up, in ſtead of an Anſwer to the View of his 
Cale I have given, as it ſtands in Fact, up- 
on which my Argument for a fayourable 
Sentence is entirely tounded ; giye me leave 
to reply to it, That it is dangerous play- 5 
ing with Edge. Tools. and that Chrift the” 
moſt High God will not be mocked ; for, 
what berter is it than a mocking of him to 
argue thus: Tho" it does not appear by. 


* auy overt Act, that tlie Profeſſor has 


bad 


n 

4 had the leaſt Deſig n n from the 
bo Glory and Varga ot the Lord Jeſus; 
aich b is not guilty of a Crime deſervin 
De Wy 3. 3 ; tho” it is unjuſt to iffli 0 a 
A 3 a Sentence upon him: Vet, our. of 
«« Zcal for the Honour and Glory of Chriſt, 
let us depoſe him? 

Sous are very forward to alarm us, wah 
an Apprehenſion of the great Danger of let- 
ting the Profeſſor go, as they expreſs it; but 
is there no Danger in dealing too haribly and 
ſeverely with a Man? I ſhevld think it in ge- 
neral tar more ſale, as u ell as more honeſt, to 
follow Meaſures by which ſome guilty Perſons 
may eſcape, than to ſacrifice one innocent 
Paton to unjuſt Fury and Violence, and tol- 
low Methods that muſt render honeſt Men 
very unſaſe. The great Danger talked of, in 
the Caſe df reſtoring the Prole ſſor to the Ex- 
erciſe of his Miniſtry, is, that of the ſpread ng 
of Error amongſt us. | have ſaid ènough al- 
ready, to ſhow how little Ground there is in 
that Cafe, to fear this from the Profeſſor him- 
felf, and as to the Fears of it from: others, I 
am at a Loſs to underſtand the Grounds upon 
which they are founded; I have heard indeed 
great Outcries and Suſpicions about the Sound- 
nes, and innovating Humour of ſome young 
Divines and Preachers among, us ;. but as tar 
as I have been able to obſerve, thoſe Outcries 
ire deſtitute of ay juſt Ground; or Foundation; 
end * great a Plague as Error in  Dodtring is, 
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we ſeem to be in much more immediate an- 
ger at preſent of another Plague, and that of 
a very ſad one, though IT ſhall make no Com- 


* 


pariſons, vis. a Spirit of Uncharitableneſs, 
Fealouſy and Suſpicion of one another, raiſing . 
and fomenting Variance and Strife, Rancour 
and Animoſity, Inquiſition, ' Confuſion, and 
every evil Work: And I heartily wiſh there 
may not be ſome Hand of Joab in the Cry 
that is raiſed of the Danger of Error; that it 
be not a Bug-bear ſet vp by ſome wholove to 
fiſh in troubled Waters, to amuſe us, and ta ke 
us off our Guard againſt the Tnroads of that 
Spirit now mentioned among us : We know 
by whom, and on what Occaſions, the Cr 
of the Church's Danger has been raiſed in othe! 
Places, and to what Purpoſes it has been im- 
proved. The alarming People with the Dan- 
ger of Error, is a Thing exceeding popular 
among us, and gives the Perſons themſelves 
who 00 it, the Air of an extraordmary Zeal 
for Truth; but T have heard ſome on this Oc- 
caſion allude to the Expreſſions of the good 
afflicted Man Job, to his Friends; Fob, 12. 
2, 3. No doubt, &c, It is to he hoped, there 
are others among vs as hearty Lovers of Truth, 
and as much concerned for the Purity of Do- 
Qrine, as thoſe who are the forwardeſt and 
Joudeſt in giving ſuch Alarms to the People. 
But were we in greater Danger of the ſpread- 
ing of Error than at preſent we are, I can ſee 
no Encouragement will be given to it, 1 85 
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king off the Sentence of Suſpenſion the Pro: 
flor lyes under. What ſay ſome, * Will not 
* thoſe who are of an innovating Humour a- 
mong us, ſee that they may ſalely vent the 
moſt dangerous Errors, and perſiſt in them 
* fora long Time, and afterwards by making 
ſome: ſound Declarations at the laſt, and 
vw hen under the immediate Fears of a Sen- 
tence. of Depoſition, may get off. But 
this Repreſentation of the Matter appears from 
what hath been ſaid above, to ariſe from a 
groſs Miſrepreſentation of the State of this Af- 
fair; and taking the State of it as it really is, 
may we not rather ſay, Will not any who en- 
eline to innovate in this Church plainly fee, 
that. they. ſhall be ſo far from meeting with 
the leaſt Countenance and Favour amongſt us, 
that on the contrary, if they are but 1ourd 
guilty of ſpeaking raſhly and unadviſedly 
Words of a pernicious Tendency, however 
contrary to their-fixed Opinion and Deſign; 
the greateſt Cry ſhall be raiſed, and the great- 
eſt Heat ſhown againſt them; they ſhall be 
put to a vaſt Deal of Trouble, deprived of 
their Uſefulneſs for a, conſiderable, Time, and 
not without great Difficulty, aps the Sen- 
tence of Depoſition at laſt. 
ANOTHER Piece of Danger 1 have heard 
ſpggeſted in this Caſe; is, that of diſcouraging 
Proſecutions againſt. Perſons who are etrone: 
ous. and. are ſuſpected of Error, What, ſay 
lome, * Who will be at the Pains; and give 
| 5 ' them- 
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cc 


| 50 | 
12 theniſelves the Troable 3 a long and tedi: 
% ous Proſecution and Attendance, in order 
* to bring Perſons guilty, or ſuſpected of 
© Error to Cenſure, it after all, theſe Perſons 
c eſcape ſo eaſily. 5 Shall Itell you, Sir, how 
I have heard ſome waggiſn Folks tranſlate 
this Speech. Would ever we have diſco- 
5 vered ſuch Keenneſs againſt this Man, have 
** puſhed at him ſo violently, and for ſo long 
a Time, and been at ſuch Pains to run him 
** down, if we had not hoped. to be made 
« quit of him at laſt,” But to give it a ſeri- 
vs Anſwer; ſrom what hath been ſaid above, 
7 — lee no Diſcouragement will be given by 
the Sentence propoſed to any juſt Froſecuti- 
ons; and if the Aſſembly ſhould do any thing 
o diſcourage the entertaining and purſuing 
groundleſs Suſpicions among us, the giving 
our ſelves or others needleſs Trouble, ' the 
proſecuting either private Reſentments, or 
ul tounded Alarms too far, or the Uſe of Me- 
thods of Inquiſition, I can't ſce where the 
prear H+rm ot this would ly. 23% 
SoM arepleaſed to throw up ſome Things 
that appear to them very obnoxious to Exce- 
ption in the Character of the Man, and make 
1 Thiogs Arguments for our throw ing 


© 


im out, or at leaſt, being very. eaſy to part 
with him. Some are: pleaſed to make very 
gh and ſome do make themſelves very 
erry upon this Head : They tell us, he is 

| jar 2 e very ae” 
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and fond of Innovations. I ſhall not enter in- 
to a particular Examination of Things ſo very 
invidious as they are urged in the preſent Caſe; 
though I might on the other hand, and- with 


much greater Juſtice, entertain you with En- 


comiums on his Piety, his Honeſty, his Learn- 


ing and good Senſe, his Concern'for the Ho- 


nour of the Chriſtian Cauſe, and his, great, 
Uſefulneſs as a Teacher; But, pray, What is. 
all this to the preſent Caſe; is any honeſt, Man 
to regard, or be influenced by ſuch Things, 
when the Queſtion is about Right and Wrong ; 
or whether a Man is to be cenſured as 4 He- 
ritick, and deprived of a Station of Uſetul-. 


neſs of which he is poſſeſſed : What Kind of 


arguing is this, ſuch a Man is in ſome Things, 
of a trifling Diſpoſition ; he is imprudent, or, 


he has in ſuch an Inſtance offended me, ergo, 


he is a Heretick, or let him be made a-Sacri- 
fice of under that Character. Can any, fioneſt_ 
Man give into this? What fay ſome, Is the 
Church of Scotland fo ſcarce of pious, learn- 
ed and orthodox Men to teach Divinity, & 


Summary View, P. 7. I anſwer, The Queſti= 


on is not now about diſpoſing a Place or Chair 
that is vacant : In which Caſe, the. Maxim 
ſhould be followed, Derur digniori; ſo that in 
the preſent Queſtion, Compariſons of Mr. 
Simſon with others among us are impertinent, 
and therefore odo and iavidious; though. 
perhaps I might ſay, Tuppalng the Field were 
open of chuling a Matos. Poſt, where we | 
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